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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES OF THE  

COOK MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 

 

March 15, 2011 

 

Call to order: The regular meeting of the Cook Memorial Public Library District was held on 

Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at the Aspen Drive Library, 701 Aspen Drive, Vernon Hills, Illinois. A 

quorum being present, the meeting was called to order by President Bonnie Quirke at 6:32 p.m. 

Trustees present at roll call were: Tom Milowski, Karen Broms, Mary Ann Phillips, and Nathan 

Johnson. Ann Oakley and Wendy Vieth were absent. 

 

Staff members present were Library Director Stephen Kershner, Associate Director Mary Ellen 

Stembal, and Administrative/PR Coordinator Gabriella Pantle. Also present were Mike Padavic 

and Rick Petricek of Studio-GC, John Villani of Grumman Butkus, Jim Johnson of the AT 

Group, Chi-an Chang of Patch.com and Libertyville resident Marti Gorun.  

 

Public Comment: None. 

 

FACILITIES EXPANSION 
 

Cook Park Library: 

 

 Village Parking Proposal: Mr. J. Johnson highly recommended that this issue get 

  resolved. Ms. Quirke reported that she would like to take a vote tonight. Ms. Broms 

 suggested waiting until Ms. Oakley and Ms. Vieth arrive. It was decided that the  

 discussion could begin as they expected Ms. Oakley and Ms. Vieth shortly. Upon asking 

  what staff is recommending, Mr. Kershner reported to the trustees that staff is 

  recommending that the Brainerd entrance be widened to become an ingress/egress 

  entrance and to keep the Church Street exit open; closing only during community 

 events. Based on parking observations and traffic flow, Mr. Kershner further reported 

 that closing Church Street permanently would cause a huge bottleneck. Studio GC and 

 Mr. J. Johnson concurred. 

  

Ms. Oakley joined the meeting at 6:41 p.m.   

 

 A long discussion ensued on the pros and cons of widening the Brainerd entrance.   

 

Ms. Vieth joined the meeting at 6:51 p.m. 

 

 All the trustees agreed that Church Street should not be closed permanently. After further 

  discussion, Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Oakley, to proceed with 

  widening the current Brainerd entrance at the Village’s expense with the understanding 

  that cars may enter from the north or south but may only exit to the north. The widening 

  project should include a permanent island and appropriate signage. The Church Street 

  exit will remain open as is and only be closed during special events subject to library 
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  board approval. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Quirke, 

  Ms. Oakley and Ms. Vieth. Nays; Ms.Phillips and Mr. N. Johnson. Motion carries. 

 

 Ms. Phillips then made a motion, seconded by Mr. N. Johnson, charging counsel with 

 advising the Village that the Board’s vote tonight in respect to the parking lot and the 

 widening of Brainerd is contingent upon their conditions being met. The Village will 

 also need to present to the Library Board final drawings prior to construction. Roll call 

 was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, 

 Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Motion carries. 

 

 It was noted that the Board would like the coordination of all parking lot changes be 

 made with enough notice to patrons informing them that the parking lot will be closed for 

  possibly as long as three weeks. 

  

 Studio GC Proposal Requests: Mr. J. Johnson clarified that these proposal requests 

 are not construction proposals. The bollards were discussed first. Studio GC recommends 

 moving forward with Option 3 which involves cutting and grinding existing bollards 

 down to the sub-base, installing new 3” filled pipe bollards tight to the curb and raising 

 the asphalt in front of the drop box chutes at a cost of $1,950. Trustees asked if Studio 

 GC is willing to pay ½ of the cost of this to which they agreed. Ms. Broms then made a 

motion, seconded by Mr. N. Johnson, to accept Option #3 of Studio GC’s proposal for 

the Book Drop Bollards at a cost of $1,950 to be split with Studio GC stating that it 

should be done in conjunction with the Brainerd Entrance widening project, provided the 

Village of Libertyville accepts our conditions. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. 

 Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms.Vieth. Nays; 

 Ms. Oakley. Motion carries. 

 

 Storm Drain: Mr. Padavic explained the storm drain situation to the Trustees and reported 

  that the District and Studio GC consulted with Arrow Plumbing on low cost options that 

  were available. It was suggested to install a new storm line that ties into the new storm 

  structure near the southeast corner of the lot. Work will include the cutting and replacing 

  of existing asphalt. This does not include permanent asphalt replacement. Studio GC 

  still needs to supply the cost for that. Mr. J. Johnson recommended tabling this 

  decision until further clarification is received from Arrow Plumbing. Mr. Milowski made 

a motion, seconded by Ms. Broms, to table discussion of the storm drain until more 

information is received. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. 

Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Motion 

carries.  

 

Reading Garden Pavers: Mr. Padavic reported that Studio GC received three proposals 

from three different contractors for the installation of brick pavers. Having the lowest  

quote, Studio GC recommended accepting the proposal from JMW Home Solutions. Ms. 

Broms made a motion, seconded by Ms. Vieth, to accept JMW Home Solutions’ proposal 

to install brick pavers at the Cook Park Reading Garden in the amount of $3,980. Roll 

call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. 

Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; Ms. Oakley. Motion carries. 
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Reading Garden Fence/Gate: In response to the Board’s request for costs to convert the 

Fixed panel to an operable gate allowing access for various purposes, Ms. Broms made  

a motion, seconded by Mr. N. Johnson, to table this discussion. Roll call was as follows: 

Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson, 

and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Motion carries. 

 

Trustees asked that the architects define exactly what is needed and to not be limited to 

just what the Board asks for. Ms. Broms then made a motion, seconded by Mr. N. 

Johnson, to delay the acceptance of JMW Home Solutions installing the brick pavers at 

Cook Park until the Reading Garden gate modifications can be clarified. 

 

 Walk Off Mat Inserts: Mr. Padavic reported that Studio GC reviewed the condition 

 on site along with approved product submittals and determined that the correct material 

 was installed as specified and approved. They also maintain that the walk-off mat is  

 working as intended and that any previous concern may have been from snow and/or salt 

 build-up on the mat that would not allow for proper drainage. Mr. Padavic also reported 

   that the manufacturer’s representative who provided the walk-off mat reviewed the 

  condition as well and also found it to be working correctly and efficiently. At this time, 

  Studio GC does not see a need to remove or revise the existing entry mat. If the District 

  so chooses, pricing has been received from the manufacturer’s representative to provide 

  carpet inserts in lieu of the serrated aluminum noting that the pricing is for material only 

  and does not include installation. Trustees requested that Studio GC provide the total 

  price including installation at the next meeting. Further discussion was postponed until 

  that time. 

 

 Approval of Change Orders:  

PR161: Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by Ms. Oakley, to approve PR161 in 

 the amount of $960 noting that this is in the best interest of the District. Roll call was as 

 follows: Ayes; None. Nays; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. 

 Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Motion fails.  

  

Ms. Oakley left the meeting at 8:33 p.m. 

 

 PR162: Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to accept PR162 in the 

 amount of $4,613. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; None. Nays; Mr. Milowski, Ms. 

  Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Ms. Oakley was  

absent. Motion fails. 

 

 PR19R2: Mr. Padavic explained the change order request which was followed by a  

 lengthy discussion. Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to approve 

 PR19R2 in the amount of $9,928. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms.  

 Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. 

 Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 

 

 PR34R3: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded by Mr. Milowski, to approve PR34R3 
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 for mechanical modifications for MSK11 in the amount of $12,290. Roll call was as 

 follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. 

 Nays; Ms. Quirke. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 

 

 PR54: Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to approve PR54 in the  

 amount of $8,874. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. 

 Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was 

 absent. Motion carries. 

 

 PR71: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded by Ms. Vieth, to approve PR71 for 

 additional blocking required at the canopy edges in the amount of $4,438. Roll call was 

 as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; Ms. Broms, 

 Ms. Phillips, and Ms. Quirke. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion fails. 

 

 PR100R: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded by Mr. Milowski, to approve PR100R  

 for a net cost of $2,204. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms,  

 Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; Mr. N. Johnson. Ms. Oakley was absent. 

 Motion carries. 

 

 PR157: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded by Ms. Vieth, to approve PR157 in the  

 amount of $366. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, 

 Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion 

 carries. 

 

 CCD37: Ms. Vieth made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to approve converting CCD 

 37 to a change order in the amount of $2,247 increasing the contract value but not the 

 contract time. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, 

 Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion 

 carries. 

 

 CCD38: Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to approve converting 

 CCD 38 into a change order in the amount of $2,009 increasing the contract value but not 

 the contract time. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. 

  Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. 

  Motion carries. 

 

 CCD39: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded by Ms. Broms, to approve converting 

 CCD39 into a change order in the amount of $3,780 increasing the contract value but not 

 the contract time. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. 

  Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. 

  Motion carries. 

 

 CCD40: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded by Ms. Vieth, to approve converting CCD 

 40 into a change order in the amount of $587. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. 

  Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; 

  none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 
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 Approval of Elevator RFP: Mr. Kershner explained the reasons for the Request For  

 Proposal (RFP) on the elevator at Cook Park. Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by 

 Mr. Milowski, to authorize administration to post notice to bidders for elevator repairs 

 and upgrades at the Cook Park Library and to conduct the bidding process. Roll call was 

 as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson, 

 and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 

 

Aspen Drive Library 

 

 Closeout Update: Mr. J. Johnson provided a closeout update on both the Aspen Drive 

 Library and the Cook Park Library.  

 

 Circulation Desk Alteration: Mr. Kershner explained why the alteration was necessary 

 and the solutions that had been proposed. A long discussion followed regarding the 

 original design of the desk, the modified design as installed, and how the vendor installed 

  the self-check-out machines. Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by Mr. Milowski, to 

  accept the proposal from Interior Investments to modify the Aspen Drive Library 

  circulation desk in an amount not-to-exceed $1,815.94. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; 

  Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. 

  Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 

 

 Reading Garden: Ms. Broms presented the suggestion of revisiting the reading garden at 

  Aspen. A reading garden was in the original plan, but had been deferred to budget 

  concerns. Now at the end of the project, sufficient funds remain to proceed with a reading 

  garden. She reported that the District had met with Tom Bolas of Martin & Assoc. who 

 provided proposals and that Mr. Kershner also spoke with David McCallum who said he 

 would honor his previous proposal. Ms. Broms then recommended that the District move 

 forward with this project. After a long discussion, Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded 

  by Mr. N. Johnson, to engage David McCallum & Assoc. for landscape architect services 

  and to work with library staff on a design for the Aspen Drive reading garden at a not-to- 

exceed project cost of $100,000 and to present a design for bid to the Board no later than 

July, 2011. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. 

Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; Mr. Milowski. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries.    

 

Commissioning Update  
 

Mr. Villani provided his commissioning update starting with Aspen Drive. He described open 

warranty items and how many have been closed out. For Aspen, many are HVAC related and 

balancing issues. Cook Park has 15 active commissioning items and also includes many HVAC 

related problems. Mr. Villani then went into his recommendations; one of which is to enter into a 

service contract for both libraries with an electrician to maintain the inverters at both libraries. 

The District will investigate this further.  

 

Approval of the Minutes: Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to approve the 

minutes of the regular meeting of February 15, 2011 as amended. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; 
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Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Quirke, and Mr. N. Johnson. Nays; none. Ms. Phillips and Ms. 

Vieth abstained. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 

 

Approval of Bills: Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by Mr. N. Johnson, to approve the 

Supplementary Bills Paid Report for the 2
nd

 half of February, 2011 in the amount of 

$188,409.78. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. 

Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 

 

Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to approve the Preliminary Bills Paid 

Report for the 1
st
 half of March, 2011 in the amount of $188,678.57. Roll call was as follows: 

Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; 

none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries. 

 

 Approval of the Revised Monthly Vendor List: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded 

 By Mr. Milowski, to approve the revised monthly vendor list. Roll call was as follows: 

 Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. 

 Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. Motion carries.  

 

Report of the Director: Mr. Kershner reported that patrons are using our libraries in record 

numbers. For example, a recent art reception was held at Aspen which exhibited artwork of 

students from the Hawthorn School District that drew over 1000 attendees.  

 

Approve Report of the Director: Ms. Phillips made a motion, seconded by Ms. Vieth, to 

approve the Report of the Director. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Broms, 

Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Oakley was absent. 

Motion carries. 

 

Report of the President: None. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

 

Finance and Employee Practices: There will be a Finance meeting on April 7 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Cook Park. 

 

Policy Review: There will be a Policy meeting on March 29 at 6:30 p.m. at Cook Park. 

 

Building and Grounds: No report. Will schedule a meeting before April. 

 

Development: Need to set a meeting date. 

 

Village of Libertyville Parking Commission Representative: Ms. Vieth reported that surface 

improvements on the parking lot should begin in April. The Village will try to minimize 

disruptions.  

 

Friends’ Representative: Mr. Kershner reported that the book sales were relocated at Cook Park 

to the area right before the stairway. 
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NSLS Representative: No report. 

 

Historical Society Representative: No report. 

 

Other Business: Mr. Kershner reported on an email he received from District resident Jim King.  

 

Communications: None. 

 

Public Questions: None. 

 

Adjournment: Ms. Broms made a motion, seconded by Ms. Phillips, to adjourn the meeting. 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:34 p.m. All ayes; Ms. Oakley was 

absent. Motion carries. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mary Ann Phillips, Secretary 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Bonnie Quirke, President 

 


