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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES OF THE  

COOK MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 

 

February 21, 2012 

 

Call to order: The regular meeting of the Cook Memorial Public Library District was held on 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at the Cook Park Library, 413 N. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville, 

Illinois. A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order by President Bonnie Quirke at 

6:31 p.m. Trustees present at roll call were: Tom Milowski, Marti Gorun, Mary Ann Phillips, and 

Nathan Johnson. Ann Oakley and Wendy Vieth were absent.  

 

Staff members present were Library Director Stephen Kershner, Associate Director Mary Ellen 

Stembal and Administrative/PR Coordinator Gabriella Pantle. Also present were John Villani of 

Grumman/Butkus, Russell Lissau of the Daily Herald, Roch Tranel of Tranel Financial Group, 

and Mike Foley of DaVinci Painters.  

 

Public comment: Mr. N. Johnson requested that librarians let teachers at area schools, 

specifically the Dual Language School, know what Spanish language materials are available at 

the library. 

 

Ms. Oakley joined the meeting at 6:34 p.m. 

 

Paint the Town Foundation Cook House Project Presentation: Mr. Kershner introduced Roch 

Tranel and Mike Foley from the Libertyville Paint the Town Foundation. 

 

Ms. Vieth joined the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 

 

Mr. Foley began the presentation with an explanation of why the Foundation was formed, how 

he became involved with the Foundation, what needs to be done to restore the Cook House and 

how much money will be needed to complete the restoration. With the Cook House needing such 

an extensive amount of work, the Foundation was created so that people had a vehicle for 

making donations towards this cause. Mr. Foley further explained that he became involved 

simply because he wanted to do something for the community before it was too late and that his 

company, DaVinci Painters, was not making any profit from this project.  

 

Ms. Phillips offered to research the Donor’s Forum to see what grant opportunities are available 

to possibly help supplement any donations.  

 

Closed Session as Permitted by (5 ILCS 120/2c-11): It was a consensus of the Board that a 

closed session for the purpose of discussing litigation was not necessary.  

 

FACILITIES EXPANSION 

 

Commissioning Update: Mr. Villani updated the Board on Aspen first explaining that the 

lighting upgrade is now complete and that it came in under budget. For Cook Park, the problem 
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with the VAV26 box has been repaired, most of the alarm issues have been resolved, and the 

issue with the units not coming on overnight has also been resolved so now all the programming 

issues have been resolved. Some new issues outside of the scope of the building project have 

been discovered which he explained are being handled “out of contract” and will be dealt with 

operationally.  

 

Architect Update: In the absence of Rick Petricek from Studio GC, Mr. Kershner updated the 

board on the Brainerd Entrance widening project reporting that it is tentatively scheduled to 

begin at the end of April providing that the weather cooperates.  

  

Approval of the Minutes: Ms. Gorun made a motion, seconded by Ms. Vieth, to approve the 

minutes of the regular meeting of October 18, 2011. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. 

Milowski, Ms. Gorun, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. 

Phillips abstained. Motion carries. 

 

Ms. Oakley made a motion, seconded by Mr. N. Johnson, to approve the minutes of the closed 

session meeting of October 18, 2011. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Gorun, 

Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Ms. Phillips abstained. 

Motion carries. 

 

Ms. Oakley made a motion, seconded by Mr. N. Johnson, to approve the minutes of the regular 

meeting of January 17, 2012. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Phillips, Ms. 

Oakley, and Mr. N. Johnson. Nays; none. Ms. Gorun and Ms. Vieth abstained. Motion carries. 

 

Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Oakley, to approve the minutes of the closed 

session meeting of January 17, 2012. Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Phillips, 

Ms. Oakley, and Mr. N. Johnson. Nays; none. Ms. Gorun and Ms. Vieth abstained. Motion 

carries. 

 

Approval of the Bills: Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Oakley, to approve the 

Supplementary Bills Paid Report for the 2
nd

 half of January, 2012 in the amount of $347,426.21. 

Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Gorun, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, 

Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Motion carries.  

 

Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Gorun, to approve the Preliminary Bills Paid 

Report for the 1
st
 half of February, 2012 in the amount of $364,636.35. Roll call was as follows: 

Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Gorun, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. 

Vieth. Nays; none. Motion carries.  

 

Report of the Director: Mr. Kershner reported on the TIF amount being rebated to the Library 

District and explained that it will go into the general fund. He reported also that correspondence 

was received from the state regarding the Per Capita Grant and announced that the District will 

receive approximately $67,000. He updated the board on the staff institute day which took place 

on Feb. 18. The morning focused on training for the internal customer so that staff will work 

better together and the afternoon was dedicated to the entire staff prioritizing the staff-wide 

START and CONTINUE items. Feedback regarding that day from staff was very positive. 
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Lastly, Mr. Kershner updated the board on the electronic board packets, the program of which is 

being created now. He distributed printed samples of what it will look like in its final stage and 

reported that it should be up and running by the March meeting. 

 

Other discussions included door counts and the purchase of benches for the outside entrances. 

 

Approve the Report of the Director: Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Oakley, 

to approve the Report of the Director.  Roll call was as follows: Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Gorun, 

Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson and Ms. Vieth. Nays; none. Motion 

carries.  

 

Report of the President: Ms. Quirke reluctantly announced the resignation of Mary Anne 

Phillips effective at the end of the meeting. Her resignation was the result of the hiring of her 

sister, Melissa Henderson, as the Youth Services Manager for CMPLD. Library District policies 

prohibit immediate family members of board members being employed. Fellow board members 

thanked Ms. Phillips for her seven years of service to the Board and Library District. An 

appointment will be made for an individual to serve the remainder of her term through April, 

2013.  

 

Ms. Quirke then announced that several board members are suggesting that the board meetings 

begin at 7:00 p.m. instead of 6:30 p.m. The consensus is to try that schedule for a time and see if 

it works.  

 

Lastly, she updated the board on the Cookbook Fundraiser. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Finance and Employee Practices: No report. Next meeting on March 13, 2012.  

 

Policy Review: Ms. Oakley reported that the committee needs to meet again to review recent 

changes of the Social Media Policy. 

 

Building and Grounds: No report.  

 

Development Committee: No report.  

 

Resources, Services and Long Range Planning: Mr. N. Johnson reported that the committee 

met to discuss the results of the retreat and next steps. 

 

Libertyville Parking Commission Representative: Ms. Vieth reported that the project is 

mostly complete except for a few things that need to be finished in the back lot. 

 

Friends Representative: No report. 

 

RAILS Representative: Ms. Quirke reported that the Legislative Breakfast held on 2/20 was 

well attended. 
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Historical Society Representative: No report. 

 

Other Business: Mr. N. Johnson reported that the mobile site on the library website is not 

working. Mr. Kershner will follow up with that. 

 

Communications: None. 

 

Adjourn to Closed Session: At 7:27, Mr. Milowski made a motion, seconded by Ms. Gorun to 

adjourn to closed session as permitted by (5 ILCS 120/2c-3) to discuss the selection of a person 

to fill a vacancy in a public office.  

 

Regular Meeting Resumed: The regular meeting resumed at 7:37 p.m. 

  

Public questions: None. 

 

Adjournment: Ms. Gorun made a motion, seconded by Ms. Vieth to adjourn the meeting. 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. Roll call was as follows: 

Ayes; Mr. Milowski, Ms. Gorun, Ms. Phillips, Ms. Quirke, Ms. Oakley, Mr. N. Johnson, and Ms. 

Vieth. Nays; none. Motion carries. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mary Ann Phillips, Secretary 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Bonnie Quirke, President    


